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Survey Report on the Awareness of Animal Welfare and Law on Animal Cruelty
Prevention

MITSUI Kana, AKIYAMA Junko, YAMAZAKI Kaoru

Abstract

A questionnaire survey was administered to university students of animal nursing and members of the
general public to ascertain the level of awareness and understanding of animal welfare and laws pertaining
to animal management. The results revealed that there were differences between the students and the general
public in the level of awareness of the Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, animal welfare, and the
Veterinary Nurses for Companion Animals. A comparative study on the students’ and the general public’s
knowledge on the contents of the Act on Welfare and Management of Animals revealed that they were more
familiar with ‘responsibility to clearly state the owner’, ‘explanation at the time of purchase’, ‘abandonment
of animals’, and ‘refusal to accept animals’ (p<.05). Furthermore, on the contents of the five freedoms of
animal welfare, they were most familiar with the ‘resting place’ and ‘disease prevention’ of animals (p<.05),
as for the Veterinary Nurses for Companion Animals, there were significant differences in the response rates
by attribute for the content on ‘jurisdiction’ (p<.01).

The microchip installation rate of dogs and cats among the target population was identical, at
approximately 60%, but many respondents agreed that microchipping was appropriate as a method of pet
identification. It was suggested that to promote animal welfare, it is necessary to facilitate learning through
means outside universities, such as newspapers and workshops. In the future, we would like to contribute to
the development of animal welfare education for the proper care of animals by expanding the survey scope
and simultaneously considering educational methods tailored according to animal attributes.

Keywords: prevention of animal cruelty, animal welfare, proper care of animals, questionnaire
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