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The Possibility of Evacuating with Increasingly Diverse Pet Animals

—A Survey on the Acceptance of Animal Breeds in Evacuation Centres in
the 23 Wards of Tokyo and 19 Cities in Kanagawa Prefecture

NIIJIMA Noriko", HANAKI Yu?

Abstract

In this study, firstly a questionnaire survey on awareness of evacuation with pets in the event of a natural
disaster was conducted among university students and the results presented. Secondly, municipal offices in the
23 wards of Tokyo and 19 cities in Kanagawa Prefecture were asked to respond to the questionnaire survey on
evacuation with pets, and responses were compiled on current preparedness and issues regarding disasters in
each municipality (as of November 2022 to January 2023, and not reflecting any changes and revisions since
then).

The results revealed that the proportion of items that pet owners tend to under-stockpile does not always
match the proportion of stockpile preparedness on the part of local authorities. Also there were differences in
stockpiled varieties among municipalities. For example, in Minato Ward, Tokyo, toilet sheets for pet animals are
stockpiled, but not prepared in the remaining 22 wards. On the other hand, when compared to the results of a
survey of stockpiles among veterinary nursing students, only about 20% of students stockpiled toilet sheets. In
addition, none of the 19 cities in Kanagawa Prefecture stockpiled toilet sheets. Both pet owners and municipali-
ties were underprepared for stockpiling, particularly for food and cat litter.

The results also revealed that the acceptance situation and the places where pets could stay differed depend-
ing on the area, as well as the number of animals that could be accepted and the species of animals that would
be allowed. Almost all municipalities indicated that they had shelters that accepted dogs, cats, small mammals
and birds, but only few municipalities were able to accept so-called exotic animals such as reptiles, amphibians,
birds of prey, fish or insects.

Key words: accompanying evacuation with companion animals, animal species, pets, exotic animals
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