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Differences in Behavioral Tendency in Small Dog Breeds:
Evaluation of Behavior Patterns in Daily Life
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Differences in Behavioral Tendency in Small Dog Breeds:
Evaluation of Behavior Patterns in Daily Life

MOGI Chie?, ARAI Yoshie?, KATSUMATA Mika?

Abstract

In recent years, dogs have established a firm position in human society as service dogs, such as guide
dogs, therapy dogs, and companion dogs, all roles that take advantage of the characteristics of their breeds.
In this study, we examine whether there are differences between breeds in the behavioral patterns that emerge
with their owners during family life. We conducted a written questionnaire survey and a questionnaire survey
on the internet. The contents of the written survey included 17 questions related to the daily behavior of dogs
from the perspective of the owner. The web-based questionnaire asked 20 questions related to the frequency
of problematic behavior in multiple breeding. The results obtained were extracted from four breeds: Miniature
Dachshund, Toy Poodle, Chihuahua, and Shiba Inu. Results were subjected to multivariate analysis.

Five types of behavior patterns (tail wagging; lowering posture and head; inappropriate urination; licking
around the owner’s mouth; and growling) were utilized as indexes of the dogs’ emotional expressions. As
a result, sex differences were observed. It was found that males of the breeds Miniature Dachshund, Toy
Poodle, and Chihuahua tended toward a higher index than females of their breeds; while Shiba Inu females
showed a higher index than males of their breed.

Keyword: Dog Behavior, Breed Difference, Sex Difference
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