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Practical Veterinary Nursing Training During the COVID-19 Pandemic
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Abstract

Since 2019, the delivery of educational courses has been severely affected by coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19). Here we report the methods of implementation and the results of measures to prevent trainees
becoming infected with COVID-19 during practical veterinary nursing training at our university. We were
able to reduce the risk of COVID-19 infection by conducting strict health checks and shortening the time
spent in practical training. To satisfy the management of infectious diseases component of the veterinary
nursing curriculum, we implemented practical infection control measures by drawing on the students’
knowledge and skills in this area. Although the training time was shortened, the use of group online lectures
enabled implementation of the curriculum without sacrificing educational quality; however, it is important that
the balance of practical training and online education be considered for each component of the curriculum,
and delivered appropriately. To prevent infection during veterinary nursing training, educational material must
be delivered in a manner that is safe for trainees, while satisfying the requirements of the curriculum.

Key words: COVID-19, veterinary nursing training, online education
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