2021 4 BT

]

il

kA

A T v X E O e S SR

— BN LB SHAD N @Y DI :—

Report on an Inspection Tour of Animal Shelters
in Germany and the Netherlands and
a View of the Symbiosis between Humans and Animals in Japan
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Report on an Inspection Tour of Animal Shelters
in Germany and the Netherlands and
a View of the Symbiosis between Humans and Animals in Japan

YAMAKAWA Itsuko

Abstract

The Act on Welfare and Management of Animals was enacted in 1973 and revised and renamed
in 1999. The Act is the basis for ideas about animal welfare and the symbiosis between humans
and animals in Japan. As a result of increasing consciousness of animal welfare in recent years, the
number of dogs and cats destroyed annually in Japan has decreased from more than one million
at the beginning of the Heisei Era to less than forty thousand in 2018. Japan’s current concepts of
animal protection and animal welfare originated in Europe. The author had an opportunity to join
an inspection tour of Germany and the Netherlands and visited small- and medium-sized animal
shelters as well as the large and world-famous Teirheim Berlin. In addition to animal shelters, the tour
included a visit to the largest pet shop in the world and attendance of a lecture at the University of
Veterinary Medicine in Hanover. The tour highlighted the differences between animal protection in
Germany and animal welfare in Japan and shaped the author’s view of the symbiosis between humans
and animals in Japan today.

Key Words: animal shelter, Teirhaim, Germany, Japan
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