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Advantages and Disadvantages of Animal/Pet Home Nursing Care
in the Community: From Interviews and Questionnaires
with One Veterinary Nurse and Two Veterinarians
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Advantages and Disadvantages of Animal/Pet
Home Nursing Care in the Community:
From Interviews and Questionnaires
with One Veterinary Nurse and Two Veterinarians

MITSUI Kana, MIYAGAWA-TOMITA Sachiko, MOGI Chie

Abstract

With the recent changes in lifestyle and subsequent ageing of owners and their animals, the need and
importance of home nursing care has also increased. However, there is a dearth of research on home nursing
because of which the actual situation has not been fully understood. Therefore, we decided to clarify the
roles and address the issues of home nursing by conducting a questionnaire survey as well as semi-structured
interviewing with experienced one veterinary nurse and two veterinarians in the field. A qualitative analysis
was performed on the data obtained from a sample of three. As a result, three categories were extracted
as the advantages of home nursing for animals, owners, and medical examinations, and three categories
were extracted as the disadvantages for medical examinations, tests, and preparation. The three categories
were identified as necessary in the future: awareness-raising, coordinated management, and independence
of veterinary nurses. While home nursing can provide considerable care and reduce the stress and burden
on owners and animals, it was found that it is difficult to handle unexpected tests and prescriptions. Based
on the findings of this study, it was suggested that in future it would be beneficial to collaborate with
veterinary hospitals in the vicinity and to clarify the division of responsibilities between veterinary nurses and
veterinarians in home nursing.

Key words: Animal/ pet home nursing care, veterinarians, veterinary nurse
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